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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 
2023 of Whitecastle Community Council. My audit has been conducted on behalf of the 
Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of the Public Audit 
(Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Qualified 

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of my audit, 
in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for concern that, in any 
material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices;
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met;
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure economy,

efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources.

Basis of Qualification 

Accounting Statement 

In my opinion, the Accounting Statement does not properly present the Council’s receipts 
and payments and financial position:  
• The Council did not properly account for funds transferred from its predecessor

councils, Llangattock Vibon Avel Community Council and Llantilio Crosseny
Community Council.

• Assets and liabilities of the predecessor bodies transferred to the Council on its
establishment on 6 May 2022.

• The Council has recorded the following items as receipts:

Council Balance transfer 

Llangattock Vibon Avel Community Council £8,488 

Llantilio Crosseny Community Council £4,962 

£13,450 

• The Council has recorded the transfer of funds as a receipt thereby overstating Line 3
by £13,450

• The transfer of funds from the Llangattock Vibon Avel Community Council bank
account to Whitecastle was rejected by the bank. This is reported as a payment of
£8,488 in line 6. As this transfer was an internal transfer, line 6 is overstated by £8,488.
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• Whitecastle made payments using funds held in the account of the former Llantilio 
Crossenny Council and recorded this as a loan from Llantilio Crosseny. This means 
that Line 3 is overstated by a further £1,183. 

• Following 6 May 2022, payments continued to be made out of the dissolved councils’ 
accounts. These transactions are transactions of the new council but have not been 
recorded. I am unable to establish the value of these transactions. 

Annual Governance Statement 

In my opinion, the Annual Governance Statement is not consistent with the Council’s internal 
controls and governance arrangements for the year:  
• Assertion 1: As noted above the Council did not maintain proper accounting records for 

the transfer of funds from the old councils to the new council. 
• Assertion 4: There is no evidence available to demonstrate that the Council made 

proper arrangements for the exercise of electors rights to inspect the accounts as 
required by the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 and the Accounts and Audit (Wales) 
Regulations 2014.  

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which do not 
affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Publication of documents 

The Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru etc. Act 2013 and the Local Government 
and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 require the Council to publish certain information 
electronically. 

We draw attention to the requirement for the Council to publish the following items that at 
present are not published on its website: 
• Meeting agendas 
• Notes of meetings and decisions to be published within seven days of the meeting 

We recommend that the Council reviews its publications policy to ensure it complies with the 
Acts 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  

Date: 07/03/2025 
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