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22 February 2016

To Each Community Councillor

What vgu should know about the LVAQC Churchvar{

This ring-binder on the above matter is issued to each of you for your retention whilst
you remain a Community Councillor. When you retire from being a Community
Councillor, please return it to the Clerk so that it can be issued to the new Councillor.

Some Historul The LVACC Churchyard has been the responsibility of this Council
since 1920.

At the 1st March 1984 Community Council Meeting, it was suggdsted that an attempt
should be made on the 'clearance' of the Churchyard. But, from the Minutes, we learn
that Cllr Dr J Keidan .felt nothing should be done as the Council had already tried in
vain to carry out such a scheme". lt is apposite to mention that Dr Keidan lived at the
Manor House immediately alongside the Churchyard.

When I was appointed Clerk and Churchyard Safety Officer twenty years ago, a proper
start was made to clear the Churchyard and the completed clearance lasted unti! Cllr
Ray Bowen a year ago spent two days with his tracked digger removing the final
obstacles to safe passage of visitors and others; this was at no cost to LVACC. Please
see photos attached. Costs have been kept to the minimum as a result of the help of
volunteers (myself included!).

We can be proud of what has been achieved. Don't let it slip againll

Roy G Nicholas

Churchyard Safety Officer - Appointed Officer to the Burial Authority
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Llangattock Vihmn Avel CmsmnBunity Council
Cyngor Cymuned Llangatwg Feibion Afel

Roy G Nicholas

Clerk to the Council
Pnoper Officer of the Council

'16 Rushey Meadow
MONilIOUTH
NP25 5BT

7th Februarv 2016

LVACC Section of Perimeter Walt to Llanqattock Churchvard

From its 1920 transfer to the Parish/Community Council, the perimeter stone wall
had not received any attention of note until Xi}gtfi when safety issues arose in
preparation for the Charles Rolls Centenary Anniversary when very large numbers
of visitors were expected.

I,t was necessary to award the work to a stonemason who submitted an estimate of
f3,500 to 'make safe'. lt so happened that the Clerk was able to obtain an award of
81,000 from a very unexpected source and this allowed the top-section wall to be
fully restored which brought the total cost to f4,050.

Prior to the commencement of the work, there was a section where Lonicera bushes
from the neighbouring ground had penetrated and undermined the wall. tn
preparation to the stonemason's work, the Clerk spent two days clearing the
dislodged stones and made ready the foundation for the stonemason to commence
work.

As Safety Officer for the Churchyard, the Clerk on his routine inspections periodically
checks the perimeter wall for any signs of Lonicera penetration inlon the stonework.

On..his 3'd.J_anuary 2013, he recorded "Cllr R Bowen and self inspected the perimeter
wall - satisfactory. Also called on neighbour to request that he controls his Lanicera
Niteda from penetrating the wall".

On his 4th November 2013 inspection he recorded "All monuments inspected. None
requiring attention. Lonicera growth from neighbouring property a cause for
concern".

On his 2nd Febru ary 2016 inspection he recorded "Checked perimeter wall. No sign
wtratsoever in presence of intrusive Lonicera in stonework". He reported this in tfie
Minutes of the February Public Meeting.

-l
Pagel of4

M {01600) 714181

Clerc y Cyngor
Swyddog Priodol y Gyngor

'16 p6l Frwynog
TREFYNWY
NP25 5BT



Page 2 at 4

Only two other instances of major wall damage have occurred during the past twenty
years.

During a major sewerage blockage affecting the Mansion sections, part of the wall
had to be removed to allow construction of an adequate 'connection'. This was
restored at no cost to the Community Council - but it took a long time!

Near to the Rolls Graves, a large tree collapsed onto the wall and damaged a
section. lt took a very long time for the 'owner' to pay for the repair as he argued at
the time that the actual freeholder of the land had not been established. lt should
also be mentioned that the nearby Yew Tree was badly damaged and is the reason
for some missing branches.

Februarv 4th Monthlv Meetinq..2Ol 6
The Clerk announced that there was no longer any invasive Lonicera in the wall!!
Marvellous news.

However, as the Lonicera is still thriving strongly on the owner's land adjacent to the
perimeter wall, regular checks will continue to be essential.

Roy G Nicholas
Clerk and Proper Officer of the Council
Churchyard Safety Officer
Appointed Officer to the BurialAuthority

Copy All Members - February 2016

.r.-
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$;5*[ffiffir.$m#ffi'?;rffi-ff.*:.l
gffi*ffi.ffitr#rr$ffi
_ffi"m#"Sh1l"o, for the service

,.i3J.?i"H"rf *_**nrr-and_rursc.qrm

55;*;ffi"ffie5"ffi6frH#,-

5"tm*m?,ndffi_;

ffifrlffitrfrhffi"_ffi

gft#"}#mffi#fl;##
fl r;#+"xiffi{s#e,-h}:1"T1ffi

"mn":f"*#s1ffiffi$ns.Iane Lloyd,

,ffi"ri&i"rffii#*f; *9"u"'*,ur resrored

g$ff:ffi{"}:r*"t[*mTr,"m
__T"T.T" will have a chauce to see it soon.*mffi 

*H""" b"i"s a*ansed

Couneillor Sue Chivers *

SIR
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Llangatrock Vibon Avel Community Gouncil
Cyngor Cymuned Llangatwg Feibion Afel
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(01600) 714781

Glerc y Cyngor
Swyddog Priodol Y CYngor

16 D8l Frwynog
TREFYNWY
NP25 5BT

Roy G Nicholas

Glerk to the Gouncil
Proper Officer of the Council i

I

{6 RueheY Meadow
MOil{il[OUTH
NP25 5BT

7th Februaru 201

LVACG Section of Perimeter Wall to Llansattock Churchvard

From its 1920 transfer to the Parish/Community Council, the perimeter stone wall
had not received any attention of note until 2009110 when safety issues arose in
preparation for the Gharles Rolls Centenary Anniversary when very large numbers
of visitors were expected.

It was necessary to award the work to a stonemason who submitted an estimate of
f3,500 to 'make safe'. lt so happened that the Clerk was able to obtain an award of
81,000 from a very unexpected source and this allowed the top-section wail to be
fully restored which brought the total cost to t4,050.

Prior to the commencement of the work, there was a section where Lonicera bushes
from the neighbouring ground had penetrated and undermined the wall. ln
preparation to the stonemason's work, the Clerk spent two days clearing the
dislodged stones and made ready the foundation for the stonemason to commence
work.

As Safety Officer for the Churchyard, the Clerk on his routine inspections periodically
checks the perimeter wall for any signs of Lonicera penetration in/on the stonework.

On his 3'd January 2013, he recorded "Cllr R Bowen and self inspected the perimeter
wall - satisfactory. Also called on neighbour to request that he controls hts Lonicera
Niteda from penetrating the wall".

On his 4th November 2013 inspection he recorded .All monuments inspected. None
requiring attention. Lonicera growth from neighbouring property a cause for
concern".

On his 2nd February 2016 inspection he recorded "Checked perimeter wall. No sign
whatsoever in presence of intrusive Lonicera in stonework". He reported this in the
Minutes of the February Public Meeting.
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Only two other instances of major wall damage have occurred during the past twenty
years.

During a major sewerage blockage affecting the Mansion sections, part of the wall
had to be removed to allow construction of an adequate 'connec{ion'. This was
restored at no cost to the Gommunity Council- but it took a long time!

Near to the Rolls Graves, a large tree collapsed onto the wall and damaged a
section. lt took a very long time for the 'owne/ to pay for the repair as he argued at
the time that the actual freeholder of the land had not been established. lt should
also be mentioned that the nearby Yew Tree was badly damaged and is the reason
for some missing branches.

\..,'

Roy G Nicholas
Clerk and Proper Officer of the Council
Churchyard Safety Officer
Appointed Officer to the Burial Authority

'q
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Llangattock Vibon Avel Community Council
Cyngor Cymuned Llangatuvg Feibion Afel

Roy G Nicholas

CIed( to the Gouncll
Froper Officer of the Gouncil

{6 RueheY Meadow
M.O}&ilOUTH
H,P2,5 5BT

Page

&

Gosts and Care of Perimeter Wall

Great care and checking is required to avoid unnecessary expense in
maintaining this wall in safe condition.

Periodic checking is absolutely necessary!

Pages 2 and 3 refer to damage of unknown origin.

Page 4 shows damage caused when a tree fellfrom a private garden alongside
the Rolls Monument. The owner of the garden had to repair the wall and
remove all the timber at his expense.

This was also an example where members of the public were prohibited from
antering a cordoned-off section.

Any repairs to the wall must be carried out by a competent builder.

1ol *
(01600) 714181

Clerc y Cyngor
Swyddog Priodol Y CYngor

16 DOl Fnuynog
TREFYNWY
NP25 5BT



Llangattock vibon Avel comrnunity Council
Cyngor Cymttned Llangatwg Feibion Afel

Clerk to the Council RG.Nicholas Clerc y Cyngor
01600 780362

!
Policemans Cottage
Llantilio Crossenny
Abergavenny NP7 8TF
IVlonmouthshire

Ysura einaerel.y

floy C llloholsc
Elerk to the Council

Page 2 of 4

Bv,tlryn yr Hedhyas
Llandeilo Gresynni
Y Fenni NP7 lTF
Sir.Fymuy

11 0etohar ?tltlt!

Fln Ande.er Grearwood
Ths 01d ttanor
Llangettod< Vlbon AveL
MtlHtfitt TH p25 5t{s

0ear tlr Greernrood

1&A,ilBnrrfl0(, HfFplYip

Thank yotl for your letter of l0tlctober 20tX! tho contente ef whlch have bean noted.

I ehell ralae the mattor at our Somm"rnlty Counoll ileetlng wiren lt naxt mcets on
? !{ovember and ulll ommrnlqate with you ln due ooureer
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The Old Manor
Llan gattock-VibonqAvel

Monmouth
HP25 sNG

tel:0{600 719446
fax: 0{600 7{944S

Roy Nicholas
Policeman's Cottage
Llentilio Crossenny

10 October 2000

Dear Mr Nicholas

We were given your name by Ted Banellas being the community councillor
responsible for the upkeep of the churchyard at Llangattock vibon avel. Our
garden adjoins the upper wall of the churchyard. We recently noticed that a
short strctch of wall has collapsed and needs rebuilding and hope that you can
arange for this work to be done before the wall deteriorates further.

Yours sincerely

Andrevy Greenwood

-^{up?-YJ
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Llangattock Viherm Ave[ emrmrmunity Council
Gyngor Cymuned Llangatwg Feibion Afel

R.oy G Nicholas

Clerk to the Council
Proper Officer of the Gouncil

'16 Ruehey Meadow
III}OHMOUTH
N:PZS 5BT

ffi'y *
li*r i' k;,,f,

# {o{Goo) 714181

Clerc y Cyngor
Swyddog Priodol Y CYngor

{6 DOI Frwynog
TREFYNWY
NP25 5BT

The Yew Tree alongside the Rolls Monuments suffered baldly when a mature
tree from the adjoining property collapsed partly onto it following a storm.

There was further damage to it and other trees during a subsequent storm
when the Yew Tree nearer the Church was also damaged.*

A tree surgeon was engaged on both occasions to remove damaged brachee
leaving the trees to 'look-tidy'.

Please see attached photographs.

"lt would be apposite to mention here that the tree surgeon's report also drew
attention to a tree branch which had reached the Church roof (opposite the
gate) from land belonging to the nearby farm. As a Community Gouncil, we
did not take any action whatsoever other than to pass the report to the
Churchwarden. Shortly afterwards, it was noticed that the offending branch
had been removed.

Roy G Nicholas
Clerk and Proper Officer of the Council
Churchyard Safety Officer
Appointed Officer to the Burial Authority

Copy: All itembers February 2016 :



Vllhen tree from adjoining property fell onto the Yew Tree
alongside the Rolls monumenh,
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Llangattock Vibon Avel Community Council
Cyngor Cymund Llangatwg Feibion Afel

Roy G Nicholas

Clerk to the Gouncil
Proper fficer of the Council

16 Rushey Meadow
MONMOUTH NP25 5BT

(01600) 714181

Clerc y Cyngor
Srunyddog Priodol y Cyngor

16 D6l Frwynog
TREFYNIA/Y NP25 5BT

Requisite Notices

These are displayed on the noticeboard in the Ghurch Porch

Example attached - Gharges and Parishionens'/pensons' entitlement.

Gharqes printed in yellow, 12-point print and laminated

T"P.*\'*, '
y * *F.tui^ .LA1#' .



Llangattock Vibmm Ave! #opmrmunity Council
Cy,igor Cymunad Ltang*Wg Feibion Afel

Roy C Mchdae

6M tq tfio Council
',@r Offuar of fie Gouncil

t8 R.ueheY lleadow
,*ffio{rTH
tffiffi, BT

Rogietration Fae and the keeping of reeords
Additional Inscription on any monument
lnternment of Cremated Remaine in Existing Grave

Notes

{0{600) 714187

Glerc Y CYngor
$wyddog Priodol Y GYngor

16 Dd FruvYnog
TREFYNI'Iff
NP25 5BT

I t8.oo
t 38.00
fl09.50

s,t cADoG's, qHULGHYAnD, LLANGAITOCK UBON AVEL
$ectio{.asrnJniste red Ev Se SoJlr E[r 

u n itv,Q q grlc,il (see d iee lav diaora ml
4s frg{m l$t Dec.gmber 20{5

Thecommunity Council, being the burial Authority for the above burial ground
is reoponeihle for its proper cene, maintenance and upkeep. This includes ib
walle fencoo, paths, gra$s and tree and the repairc of any damage.

A The above chargee are exclusive of servicee provided by the incumbent and
the Dtgging Cfiarges and the cost of TableB, their erecfion and future
maintenance.

B Only partshlonerc (ie percons normally residing in the parish) pen$ons dying
in fte parish,6y.parishionens and pensons whoee elose have been buried in the
churchyard and percona on the Register of Electors at the date of death, are
entiUed as of right to have cremated rcmains in existing graves.

C No discrimination shatl be made beilneen the cromabd remains of a Member
of the Church in Wales and of other percona.

Roy G Nicholas
Clerk and Propor Offtcer of the Gouncil
Appoinhd Ofricer to fte Burial Authori$ for the above Section of the
Churchyard.



" Llangattock Vihsm Avetr eomnruunity Council
Cyngor Cymuned Llangafifig Feibion Afel

ot4

#Roy G Nicholas

Clcnk to the Council
Propr Officer of the Council

{6 Rushey Meadow
rcsffilouTH
HP26 5BT

(0{600) 714181

Glerc y Cyngor
Swyddog Priodol Y GYngor

'16 D8l Fnrynog
TREFYNWY
NP25 5BT

What is not allowed in in LVAGG Section of Churchvard

No Trees (same as applies to other section of Churchyard)

No dogs --except dogs for the Blind

No glass, pottery, ornaments

ffi*i$;.'*Y * {.t#.4' .,*t**+{-- ;

"Ei:



'sr lsaffo'K, vrbon Aver Gommu*ity councir
cyngor cymuned r-iorgarwg FeibioJ ;;;", Roy G. Nicholas

:ii -.:: :l 1 
.

9b* to the C+uncit
proper Officer of the Council

.

15 Rushey Meadotrr
M€frIIIOt,TH NP25 5BT f6 DSt Rushev

TREFYNI$r I,lpZS Sef
}J

rr TREES

under no circumstances whatsoever rnay any trees"be plant:rd in the ctrurclry;;;ection administered
by this_ Co.mmunity Couniit, M;i"t";;;;;;H;;
caring for trees planted in the past are 

" 
h;r;;"i;on the finances of our Coun&|.-'iv;;ffiseen thedirnase cauie{ bv " "ingb ;;=;il;s #*#lthousand pounds. 

r

Tel/Fax 01600 ?14181

!tu* y Cyngor
swlddog priodoty

{
-
+,lt

r#+
4''.u'..H

..... F.q3^1IE ADMINISTRATICIN OF CI;IURCHYARD$
VESTED IN THE REPRESENTATIV; EODV.O;.

THE CHURCH IN WALES



Page 4of4

Glass, Pottery, etc

No glass or pottery vases except those which are incorporated as an integral part of
a gravestone.

uSave for silk flowers and Remembrance Day poppies, no artificial wreath or\--/ flowers, shrubs, permanent vases or containers, ornaments, chippings, gravel,
paving stones or kerbs shall be placed on or around any grave or area for cremated
remains in the churchyard".

[The old churchyard 'dump' of broken glass, pottery, wire, etc. was taken away from
the site by me - yes, by the wheelbarrow load to a large trailer - quite a taskl RGNI

-



Llangattock Vibon Avel Community Gouncil
Cyngor Cymuned Llangatwg Feibion Afet

Roy G Nicholas

Clerk to the Council
Proper Offtcer of the Council

16 Rushey Meadow
MONMOUTH NP25 5BT

PATHWAY TO THE LLANGATTOCK WAR MEMORIAL

AND THE AREA AROUND IT

Just look at the 'Before' and 'After' Photographs

& (01600) 714101

Clerc y Cyngor
Sutyddog Priodol y Cyngor

16 D6l Frwynog
TREFYNV1TY NP25 5BT
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Llangattock Vibon Avel Gonmrnunity Council
Cyngor Cymuned Llanga$#g Feibion Afel

Page

#
1of 3

(o{600) 714181

Glerc y Cyngor
Swyddog Priodol y GYngor

{6 DOI Fnrvynog
TREFYNWY
NP25 5BT

Roy G Nicholas

Cbrk to the Council
Prcper Officer of the Council I

t6 Ruehey Meadow
HOGHilOUTH
Hfryffi 5BT

TESTING MONUTI'IENTS FOR STABILITY AND INTEGRITY

Page 2 of 3 - The' right way

Page 3 of 3 - The wrong way

'E



Ministryof

.lusTlcE Page 2 of 3 - The right way

lnepectlon of memodals

A visual inspection shourd be the next stop in assessing the risk of amemoriar failing. rt takes ritfle time, uses simpre *r*Jn 
""n*,:*,.1*,:*j:itl :: :: ;rd;;;y warning system,jr}l /

operators priory_": .g1lnaq$lryO m ore detaited inspecrion.

The routine use of mechanicaltest instruments as inspection tools is not
recommended, Results from these instruments are liable to overestimate
the actual risk. The approach suggested above will enable the openatorto
assess the memorials in their grounds as either secure and stable or
insecure ant requiring action, and a mechanicaltest will not add to this
judgment. However, where this judgment is not so clear, the operator may
need to consult a specialist engineer or memorial mason for advice.

r wrere a visuar chec,< suggests no stafiri! 
fgjects, a hand test canherp confirm that assessr"nt o.io"nftv shbirity proorems - this t:","J#nffi#:HffiHfli *i "i'=l 

fu ,- ili,## ;;'illi,ou

-e\3, 
fr^y {"d* fr* q,(*,-r

-lot n rntf* Brtdget prcntice 
Lord McKenzie of Luton

C ttig*n 6"&s"
Judith Hackttt

l Archbishop's Council

Srr?F" gr!r* A,SXI*131"* 
or Ensrand

|.sgF{on of Buriat & Cremation Auffrorities
!-l"alt & Safety Executive '- - --f,rr"uve

ilffiEx1t33;1H,:,'?H*jTsManasement
Nationat Association or ruem ori-J iillL.
Society of Local Courtcil qerfs-'

Counclllor Margaret Eaton



€

rsp
.fr

I)

t,
I
h
t;

;
Dr
I
il

lJ ToppreT
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The Original
Memorial Stability
Test Instrument $

d
6
ill
6
I^il
U

Are your monuments &
Test them with *Sre

gravestones safe?
ToppleTestere

H Pearson Panke Limited
1- 3 Hale Grove Gardens
London NWZ gLR

'l]el: 020 8959 g2g2
Fax: 020 8959 5619
vvww.pearsonpanke.co.uk

estetr@



Llangattock. Vibon Avel Cm*mrmunity Council
Gyngor Cymuned Llangatwg Feibion Afel

Page 1 of3

Roy G Nicholas

Clerk to the Council
Proper Officer of the Council

{6 Rushey Meadow
i[Oi*MOUTH
N:P25 5BT

# (0{600} 714181

Clerc y Cyngor
Swyddog Priodol y Gyngor

{6 DOI Frwynog
TREFYNWY
NP25 5BT

Access to War Memorial and Gharles Rolls Memorial*

A-The Community Gouncil has a legal obligation to allow safe aecess to the
war Memorialand the charles Rolls Memorial*. please see photos page 2.

B When the path leading to the War Memorialwas tarmacked, we were asked
to make it wider than originally planned. This was to allow coffin bearers to
walk on a hard surface. (This we did and managed to obtain a grantlt.

c As you can see from page 3, we all have a part to play and to use common
sense.

Periodically, the very edge of the path and around the War Memorial requires
spraying with Roundup (as can be seen at the moment) to avoid grass
creeping onto the hard surface.

o "Memorials of well-known people,,
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Llangattock Vibon Avel Community Council
Cyngor Cymuned Llangafwg Feibian Afel

Page 3 of3

(0{600} 7,H!41

Clerc y Cyngor
Swyddog Priodol y Cyngor

16 DAI Frwynog
TREFYNWY
HP25 5BT

Roy G Nicholas

Clerk to the Gouncil
Proper 0fficer of the Council 'i

16 Ruahey lieadow
ror{itouTH
HP25 5BT

gs May z}rd

The Revererd Canon Simon Guest
Mcar, Sil Cadocs Church

Dear Simon

Hacadamised Pattrway leadiqg h Wer temoriel

I am sorry to have !o raise what appears to be such a trivial rrffir wiEr you, UnOer
the 2009 direcf,ive ftom the Ministry of Justire, as a community counrsl, nre have a
dttty to ensure safe passage to the War Memorial and abo ne Charbs Rolls
Memorial.

A problern ariees wtren gmss cut in he unused plot is left on the pattrway. lf swept
immediately fdloring F c*rttlrq, it only take 5 - 6 mingtes u,itr ttie brush provlOdd
in the porch. When left unsrept, theiob takee w.ell over an hour using the wire rake
and brush. Houever, despite eevaral requesb, rre have not been su&sfi.rl.

The other urorrytng problenr ie that the edges of fie tarmac are being damaged
presumably by the trador wfreels. (We see no reiason wtry this grass area shoun ne
cut as long grass rruould not present a fire risk to the Ghurdh building).

Again Prry, for having to involve you in such a eirnple mmmon sense mathr. We
haye tried - but faild.

Kind regards

Roy G Nicholas
Clerk to the Council
Churchyard Safety Officer



!

\

e

ffi (01600) 2141s1

Clerc y Cyngor
Swyddog Priodot y Cyngor
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$ome of the problems encountered during 'clearance, !!!

Llangattock vibon Avel community council
Cyngor Cymuned Ltangatwg Feibion Afet

Roy G Nicholas

Clerk to the Council
Proper Officer of the Council

16 Rushey Meadow
MONMOUTH NP25 5BT
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Photos taken Februarv 2016
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This page includdd just out of interest

iiaior refurbiehment of circular track alongside Church
All done bv Volunteers - free of charqe

Year 2010

LVA CC has no responsibility for the circular track leading to the Church. lt
belongs to David Jones and we have always sought his permission prior to
embarking on a task. However, we have invariably helped as the occasion has
arisen, for example spraying with Roundup. There is a public footpath through
the track.

The particular job illustrated above was done mainly by - Roy Nicholas
obtaining the road scalpings free of charge, Cllr Len Lane arranging
transporUdelivery and spreading and Cllr Gerard Davies hiring the compactor
at his own expense.


